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the council to 

dismiss all21 allegations filed against fellow Councilman Delgado. 

Although Conner cited family obligations his decision, he said was disappointed 

with the outcome of the investigation and couldn't work in an environment where the law 

wasn't applied equally. 

The chaotic and less~than-civil meeting was the culmination of an eight-month 

investigation initiated Conner, Councilman Adam Super and former Mayor Fred 

Waterman. 

It cost El Mirage taxpayers more than $22,000 the town a doozy of a black eye. 

Allegations against Delgado ranged from the spiteful to the ridiculous-- that he 

embarrassed the city with grammatical errors in a letter to West Valley mayors to ethical 

breaches for not apologizing to Conner for leveling accusations against him in 2007. 

The entire council, but mostly Delgado. endured a serious tongue-las~ng from Mayor 

Michele Kern as she expressed frustration that so much time and money was was1ed on a 

fight among stubborn council members who couldn't "humble" themselves. 

"This council seems to have an issue with basic communication, with basic respect," Kern 

said, her tone shrill and aggravated. ''Let's face it, we're all embarrassing ourselves. And 

anyone who says we haven't is a fool." 

The irony of her comments~- not exactly demonstrating civility and respect for her 

colleagues with the public spanking --was not lost on us. 

David Pennartz, the attorney hired to look into the allegations. said every complaint 

he has ever investigated has a eotitlcal motive. 

Pennartz found thete was enough evidence to substantiate 10 of the 22 allegations. 

but he acknowledged It was based solely on his Judgment. And he peppered 

caveats through hisJ»resentation that evldenf;e was "thin" and ''one-sided" because 

Delgado hired an attorney and refused to be Interviewed. 

him specific details of what he was being accused of and what codes he allegedly 

violated. That information was not provided, and the series of vague allegations 

moved to a fllll investigation. 

In one instance, Pennartz found that Delgado violated the city's ethics policv by 

personally attacking an El Mirage employee during guestioning at a council· 

meeting. Apparently, that emplox.ee was never interv.lewed. 

Waterman claimed that Delgado had said he was selling fruit from his citrus trees, 

which meant he was operating an illegal business from his home. Because Delgado 

refuted that statement through his attornex. and not p~rsonally. Pennartz 

concluded that Waterman was telling the truth. According to the reportJ!..doesnot 

appear that anyone else who was wlth the two men during that exctumge was ever 
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letting the issue quickly, continued hammering on it. She on 

the that Delgado screwed up, mostly not participating in the investigation. 

But who can blame him relying on an attorney and not taking in his own lynching? 

more than a few times to end the discussion. 

"There was nothing serious enough to this moving," said. have too 

many important things to do. tired of this. The public is tired of this. Let's put history 

behind us, and for crying out loud, let's get moving." 

Applause erupted trom audience. 

We would join in that chOrus. Enough already with the petty political and 

of public money. 
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Make things right for wronged Delgado 

No public servant should go through what El Mirage City Councilman 

through during an eight-month ethics investigation. 

Delgado went 

Delgado was wronged, but his notice of claim against the city seeking $500,000 for the 

legal fees and damages caused by the Investigation doesn't make things right. 

Elected officials develop tough hides from taking po/ltlc:::al hits. 

long if they don't. 

5 

usually don't last 
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What happened to was more than the usual gamesmanship. This was 

personal among council who were widely believed to have been motivated 

in Delgado's ODIDOS:itlc~n to the behavior toward Luke Air Force Base. 

After spending about on the investigation, which included complaints of 

violations going back o::~:~~IJII'>~~~ years, the council voted In to dismiss all 

charges. 

In July, Delgado's attorney lfl.-~~"i ~~(!filed a notice of claim with the city. The 

complaint contends the city's Investigation was malicious prosecution, violated 

Delgado's First Amendment right to free 

financial harm to the councilman and hls wife. 

and caused emotional distress and 

. ' 

For their pain and suffering, the Oelgados said they would settle the case for a half 

million dollars. 

Last month, the city sent a response to Mead rejecting the claim. In the response, the 

city also denied the allegations and declined to submit a counter offer to the Delgados. 

That's where things stand for now. In December, when a new council 

feelings, attitudes and direction could change. 

office, 

Delgado claims he Incurred more than $22,000 ir"' legal costs defending against the 

politically motivated ethics charges. Receiving compensation for those costs seems 

reasonable given the over-the-top council actions. 

But it's difficult to accept going much beyond those legal costs. That, an apology and a 

promise not to push the envelop with investigations like thls should be all a public 

servant needs. 
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El Mirage official settles claim vs. city 

. March 2, 2011 
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a $500,000 claim 

spent fees. 

The City Council voted 4-0 last to the agreement. 

Former council members in 2009 accused Delgado of violating 17 ethics policies, ranging 

from running a produce out of house without a license to verbally abusing city 

staff. An investigator hired by the sustained 10 of the charges, including the produce-

company and oral-abuse charges. 

The investigation was eventually dropped after the previous council voted 4-3 not to 

discipline the councilman. Delgado cast the deciding vote. 

Delgado denies all the allegations, saying that his former colleagues on the council 

created the investigation to punish him for backing nearby Luke Air'F~rce Base. 

Until a new, pro-Luke councH and mayor took office in December, Delgado was one of few 

El Mirage officials to fully support the base. Others had raised concerns about jet noise 

and property values. Debates about the impact of the Glendale base had been a frequent 

source of infighting. 

Delgado said the months-long legal battle forced him to dip into his retirement savings. He 

said he hopes the council will pay 

violation. 

attomey's costs for elected officials accused of a 

'We just hope this nightmare never happens to anyone else again," Delgado said. This 

settlement "paid all our attorney's fees and that's all we were looking for." 

None of the ethics charges were criminal and could not have cost Delgado his council 

seat or prevented him from going meetings. At most, Delgado would have been 

censured or reprimanded the other council members. 

Delgado was also accused violating a council policy barring members from writing 

letters that falsely state city's position on an issue. Delgado wrote a letter to West 

Valley mayors incorrectly stating the council supported basing F-35 jet-fighter training 

at nearby luke Air Force Base, the investigator's report states. 

In his notice of claim filed last summer, sought damages for emotional 

financial distress he said he faced as a result of the investigation. He said he spent at 

least $45,000 on legal fees and faced months of stress and anxiety. 

A notice claim is a precursor to a lawsuit. State law requires that anyone seeking to sue 

a government entity notify it in writing 60 days before filing suit. 

Former Councilman Adam Super, who was one of two members to initiate the 

investigation, has criticized Delgado for seeking money from the already cash-strapped 

city. Because Delgado faced no serious punishment, Super said he was foolish to hire an 

attorney. 
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"It's essentially like suing 

e~u::~>UII.Jl'll!IV horrible." 

" told The 

He could not for comment on week's decision. 

Mayor Lana Mock said she voted to settle with Delgado because it was the simplest, 

rid of 

estimates a lawsuit could 

"'~!!!MCll!,j'l:; inherited from the old council. She 

the city more than $45,000. 
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