CHAPTER 7

OPEN MEETINGS

7.1 Scope of this Chapter. This Chapter discusses Arizona's Open Meeting
Law, A.R.S. §§ 38-431 to -431.09, with particular emphasis on the application of the Open
Meeting Law to the day-to-day operations of state officers, bodies, and agencies. This
Chapter shall be conspicuously posted on the Secretary of State’s website for state public
bodies, the city or town clerk for municipal public bodies and the county clerk for all other
local public bodies. A.R.S. § 38-431.01(G). Individuals elected or appointed to public
office shall review this Chapter at least one day before taking office. /d.

This Chapter does not resolve all issues that may arise under the Open Meeting
Law, but rather is intended to serve as a reference for public officials who must comply with
the law. Anyone faced with a situation not specifically addressed in this Chapter should
consult their legal counsel before proceeding.

7.2  Arizona's Open Meeting Law.

7.2.1 History of Arizona's Open Meeting Law. All fifty states have enacted some
type of legislation providing the public with a statutory right to openness in government. In
addition, the United States Congress in 1976 enacted the Federal Open Meeting Act, 5
U.S.C. § 552b. Arizona's Open Meeting Law was first adopted in 1962 and has been
amended several times since its enactment. For a detailed discussion of the early history
of the Open Meeting Law through 1975, see Ariz. Att'y Gen. Op. 75-7.

7.2.2 Legislative Intent. The Legislature has repeatedly expressed its intent that
the Open Meeting Law be construed to maximize public access to the governmental
process. In first enacting the Open Meeting Law in 1962, the Legislature declared that: "It
is the public policy of this state that proceedings in meetings of governing bodies of the
state and political subdivisions thereof exist to aid in the conduct of the people's business.
It is the intent of this act that their official deliberations and proceedings be conducted
openly."

In 1978, after a series of court opinions narrowly construing the Open Meeting Law,
the Legislature reiterated its policy by adding A.R.S. § 38-431.09. That statute now
provides:

It is the public policy of this state that meetings of public
bodies be conducted openly and that notices and
agendas be provided for such meetings which contain
such information as is reasonably necessary to inform
the public of the matters to be discussed or decided.
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